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| # Human security and disaster:
“ Japan’s experience
with international references
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Professor Junko Otani,

Global Human Sciences and Regional Studies,
Graduate School of Human Sciences,
Osaka University; and Regional Director,
East Asian Center for Academic Initiatives
(Overseas Shanghai Office), Osaka University
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- Proponents of the emerging paradigm of human security challenge
~ the traditional notion of national security by arguing that the
~ proper referent for security should be the individual rather than
~ the state. The proponents argue that the scope of global security
- should be expanded to include seven threats to security:
. economic, food, health, environmental, personal, community and
~ political (1994). This talk adds two more threats: population and

. information as proposed in non-traditional security in Asia (201 1).
This short presentation applies all nine threats to recent major
earthquakes in the Pacific Rim, taking cases from Japan, China, New
Zealand and so on, inviting Australian perspectives for further
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Junko Otani is Professor in the Graduate School of Human Sciences at Osaka University. She also serves as Regional
Director of East Asian Center for Academic Initiatives (Shanghai Office) of Osaka University. She has worked for the
World Bank as a health specialist and for the World Health Organization as a medical officer, based mainly in China.
Her areas of specialization include international health and population, social development studies, area studies, and
research methodology. She has looked at disaster-affected areas of Kobe in Japan, Sichuan in China and New
Zealand. She was awarded Royal Society of New Zealand fellowship to conduct research in Christchurch at the
University of Canterbury in 2013 and Australian Academy of Science fellowship for the Melbourne School of
Population and Global Health of The University of Melbourne in 2015. She has been on the board of trustee of Japan
Association for International Health since 2009.
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